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The Songs Of The Saints — What Are The Things That
Really Matter?
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! See 1Cor.14:26; Eph.5:19; Col.3:16. Note alsoshmaging is mentioned as somethaitChristians are
expected to do — not just a “gifted” few. Neitheitimentioned as a spiritual gift (Rom.12:6-8; £.C2:8-
10; Eph.4:11).

2 All Scripture quotations will be taken from theew American Standard Bibimless otherwise noted.

% Because it began in heaven even before man watedrélob 38:7), is given to us by God (e.g. P8)40:
and is primarily directed towards God (e.g. Ps.p6:1

“Readers may wonder why | have omitted two of thetrpopular “music” books — Psalms and Revelation.
In context, the Psalms were written for Hebrew teemyorship, not Christian church services; although
the book of Revelation contains numerous referemeesnging/music, its context is heaven, not earth
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This does not mean that there are no principlesrdigg music we can apply form these two books,| but
do not believe they can be quiimary point/source of reference.

® | use this term only for the sake of communicatitmemphasize the point that the Word of God must
have a prominent place in every believer’s lifed aot simply in the lives of some. Taken by itsétie

term “full-time worker” has no Biblical validity lHuonly promotes a meaning contrary to the teaching
NT Christianity.

® Paul here also states the standard for determinfrggher a song is “Christian” or not. For exampgle,
song is not Christian simply because a Christiagssit. It is only Christian if it richly reflecthe truths of
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God’'s Word. This standard is especially helpful wheying to determine if much of Contemporary
Christian Music (CCM) is truly Christian.

" Eph.5:19 also stresses the “one another” aspesingfng. If this principle was truly understood a
believers, there would be much less talk of “myfemence,” “my likes/dislikes” etc regarding issusfs
church music.

8 Surely he wasn't simply being redundant!
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° We are entitled to our personal preferences biivhen we sing together as a church because it's no
about us.

19 While there is much good material defending hymhsighly recommended John M. Frame’s
Contemporary Worship Music: A Biblical Defenferesbyterian & Reformed Publishing: New Jersey,
1997) for a very Scriptural and balanced approaathbruses.

" Translated as “grace” in some versions.

12 This rules out any non-Christians singing to Gqukeple, no matter how musically gifted they may be
since only Christians possess the Spirit of Godaxedcapable of being Spirit-filled.

13 Or even that people are willing to pay to listeritt
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14 Notice how many times in the chapter Paul empletifying the church over simply edifying oneself
(14:3, 4,5, 9,12, 16, 17, 19, 31).

51t is not my intention to get into a discussiondeffining what is meant by “properly and in an atge
manner.” In my opinion, such discussions focus on extremssially to determine the maximum or
minimum extent something can be done. Similar goestinclude the definition of “long” with refereac
to the length of men’s hair or the definition ohtst” in reference to women'’s clothing.
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18| would use the same argument in regards to theisf actions in music/singing.

71 you don't believe me, next Sunday announcedarnychurch that you are going to have an evening of
“praise and worship.” Ask anyone what the firshthis that comes to their mind when they hear tia.
| guarantee it will have to do with music/singing.




L ( (

$# ! $ ( (,
( 6776A7 " + ( "& "&
" & I * ! " &!
[ $
* 3
( ( 9 < $ +
6>?6EA6@ " + "l I
n ! x g % !
s (2
4 2 4 $
( $
) - $ ( (
9 ( < % ' 2$%6 ) $7E4AS o8
( 0 1
( 9 $< " 0
" % 2%$
1 ( @?7A>/ ( 9 <4$
( $
% 29
<4$ % D (
$ 9 <
( 9 $< 71 ,
% 9 <
9 (( < $
9 <(
$ 76 + & ( $
( ( 9 < DE (
6E ( $
( " 3 $6176B
9( # ( $< 6D 9
$<, C $ A $
( ( $ (
( ( %
( % ( $! %
%- 668% # 6 68 % -
( %
= $ ;. % ; (
) (
( $ % $
( #

18 Of course, it is only in the Psalms and Revelation
¥ This is not to say that choirs are unscriptural.

2 The early church in Acts is a good example — noe/dire Acts do we read that the apostles or belgver
“sang” the Gospel. See also 1Cor.1:21; 2 Tim.4:1-2.

2L A good example is Acts 16:25-32 where Paul anasSilere “praying and singing hymns to God” but
“spoke” the Gospel to the jailor and his household.
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